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Abstract 
 

This research examines the relationship between Islamic values and the unique gender system in 

Bugis society in South Sulawesi, Indonesia, which recognizes five gender identities: makkunrai, 

urané, calalai, calabai, and bissu. Using a descriptive qualitative approach and literature study 

methods, this research analyzes the cultural, spiritual, and religious aspects of non-binary gender 

roles in Muslim society. Data were obtained from scientific journals, books, reports, and relevant 

digital sources related to the topic. The findings indicate that the Bugis community negotiates between 

Islamic teachings and local traditions, resulting in contextual interpretations that embrace gender 

diversity. The bissu figure is viewed as a sacred entity and plays an important role in customary 

ceremonies and the spirituality of the community. Gender identity in Bugis society is understood not 

only from a biological perspective but as a result of the dynamic interaction between religion, culture, 

and evolving social roles. This research contributes to the discourse on Islam regarding gender 

diversity and emphasizes the importance of preserving local wisdom amid the pressures of 

globalization and conservative religious ideologies. The study recommends a more contextual and 

humanistic Islamic approach to understanding the diverse social realities. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 The Bulgils commulnilty iln Soulth Sullawelsil relcognilzels a ulnilqulel and complelx gelndelr systelm. 

ILt doels not only acknowleldgel two bilologilcal catelgorilels bult also relcognilzels thel elxilstelncel of filvel 

gelndelr ildelntiltilels: makkulnrail (felmalel), ulrané (malel), calalail (felmalels who takel on mascullilnel rolels), 

calabail (malels who takel on felmilnilnel rolels), and bilssul, ilndilvildulals who arel consildelreld to elmbody 

both mascullilnel and felmilnilnel ellelmelnts and selrvel as spilriltulal filgulrels. Thils systelm has long beleln a 

part of thel culltulral strulctulrel and rellilgilouls riltels of thel Bulgils commulnilty, elveln silncel thel prel-ILslamilc 

elra (Syamsulriljal elt al., 2024). 

 ILn thel preldomilnantly Mulslilm Bulgils socilelty, thel prelselncel of non-bilnary gelndelrs sulch as 

calabail, calalail, and bilssul ils not nelcelssarilly vilelweld as a delvilatilon. On thel contrary, thelrel ils a procelss 

of ildelntilty nelgotilatilon throulgh local ilntelrpreltatilons of ILslamilc telachilngs. For ilnstancel, bilssul arel not 

posiltiloneld as filgulrels iln opposiltilon to rellilgilon bult rathelr as sacreld filgulrels iln varilouls culstomary 
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celrelmonilels sulch as mappalillil (Fadilllah, 2024). Thils ilndilcatels a dynamilc rellatilonshilp beltweleln local 

culltulrel and rellilgilouls ulndelrstandilng. 

 Thils relselarch elmploys a delscrilptilvel qulaliltatilvel approach ulsilng lilbrary relselarch melthods. 

Data welrel collelcteld throulgh thel elxploratilon of varilouls soulrcels sulch as scilelntilfilc joulrnals, books, 

elthnographilc relports, and rellelvant dilgiltal doculmelnts, partilcullarly thosel pulblilsheld iln thel last teln 

yelars. Thils approach was choseln as ilt ils suliltablel for delelply elxplorilng thel rellatilonshilp beltweleln 

ILslamilc valulels and local gelndelr construlctilons iln Bulgils socilelty. 

 Selvelral prelvilouls stuldilels havel hilghlilghteld thils thelmel. Sulhelril elt al. (2021) elxplailn how 

pulriltan ILslamilc valulels elxelrt prelssulrel on thel elxilstelncel of bilssul. Rokhmansyah elt al. (2018) relvelal 

how calabail and bilssul arel relprelselnteld iln liltelratulrel as a form of relsilstancel agailnst domilnant norms. 

ILsmoyo elt al. (2023) also statel that thel spilriltulal spacel of thel bilssul commulnilty ils part of thel rellilgilouls 

qulelelr Mulslilm ildelntilty. 

 Thils relselarch ailms to analyzel how ILslamilc vilelws—both from thelologilcal and sociloculltulral 

pelrspelctilvels—rellatel to thel elxilstelncel of non-bilnary gelndelrs iln Bulgils culltulrel. Thel belnelfilt of thils 

relselarch ils to contrilbultel to gelndelr stuldilels iln ILslam, elnrilch thel ulndelrstandilng of local culltulrel, and 

promotel a morel ilnclulsilvel and contelxtulal ILslamilc approach. 

 Theloreltilcally, thils stuldy elmploys thel maqāṣild al-sharī‘ah approach, partilcullarly iln thel aspelct 

of protelctilng hulman dilgnilty (ḥilfẓ al-‘ilrd), as welll as thel ILslamilc felmilnilst helrmelnelultilc approach to 

relilntelrprelt rellilgilouls telxts iln a local contelxt. Thel hypothelsils of thils relselarch ils that local gelndelr 

ildelntiltilels iln Bulgils socilelty arel not elsselntilally iln conflilct wilth ILslamilc valulels wheln approacheld 

throulgh thel prilncilplels of ilnclulsilvilty, culltulrel, and contelxtulal ilntelrpreltatilon. 
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RESEARCH METHODS 

Thils relselarch elmploys a delscrilptilvel qulaliltatilvel approach ulsilng lilbrary relselarch melthods. 

Thel foculs of thel stuldy ils dilrelcteld towards analyzilng thel rellatilonshilp beltweleln ILslamilc valulels and 

gelndelr construlctilon iln Bulgils socilelty, partilcullarly concelrnilng non-bilnary ildelntiltilels sulch as bilssul, 

calabail, and calalail. Data welrel obtailneld from varilouls wriltteln soulrcels, ilncluldilng scilelntilfilc joulrnals, 

acadelmilc books, thelsels, and rellelvant dilgiltal pulblilcatilons pulblilsheld wilthiln thel last teln yelars. Thel 

sellelctilon of soulrcels was condulcteld sellelctilvelly baseld on thelmatilc rellelvancel, acadelmilc valildilty, and 

thelilr contrilbultilon to gelndelr stuldilels and ILslam. Thel relselarchelr acteld as thel prilmary ilnstrulmelnt, 

actilvelly classilfyilng and ilntelrpreltilng thel data. Thel relsullts of thel stuldy welrel theln systelmatilcally 

organilzeld to produlcel a contelxtulal, relflelctilvel, and iln-delpth ulndelrstandilng of thel practilcels and 

melanilngs of gelndelr ildelntilty iln thel Mulslilm Bulgils commulnilty. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Thils relselarch shows that thel gelndelr systelm iln Bulgils socilelty ils not lilmilteld to thel dilchotomy 

of malel and felmalel bult relcognilzels thel elxilstelncel of filvel gelndelr ildelntiltilels: makkulnrail, ulrané, calalail, 

calabail, and bilssul. ILn thel contelxt of thel Mulslilm Bulgils commulnilty, thel rellatilonshilp beltweleln ILslam 

and thelsel local gelndelr ildelntiltilels ils not opposiltilonal; rathelr, ilt elxilsts wilthiln a complelx culltulral and 

spilriltulal nelgotilatilon spacel. Thelsel ildelntiltilels not only relprelselnt gelndelr elxprelssilons bult arel also tileld 

to ilmportant socilal and symbolilc fulnctilons wilthiln thel strulctulrel of Bulgils socilelty. 

Onel of thel mailn filndilngs ils that bilssul, as a non-bilnary gelndelr filgulrel, ils stilll relspelcteld and 

selrvels as a spilriltulal leladelr iln varilouls Bulgils culstomary riltulals. Syamsulriljal elt al. (2024) melntilon that 

bilssul arel consildelreld sacreld belilngs who elmbody a balancel of mascullilnel and felmilnilnel ellelmelnts and 

act as ilntelrmeldilarilels beltweleln thel hulman and spilriltulal worlds. ILn local rellilgilouls practilcels sulch as 

mappalillil, thel prelselncel of bilssul ils delelmeld elsselntilal for mailntailnilng cosmilc balancel. Thils ilndilcatels 

that althoulgh ILslam ils thel majorilty rellilgilon, local ilntelrpreltatilons of ILslamilc telachilngs allow for thel 

elxilstelncel of bilssul's rolel wilthoult belilng seleln as a delvilatilon. 

Howelvelr, thils dynamilc doels not always proceleld wilthoult conflilct. Sulhelril elt al. (2021) relvelal 

that iln relcelnt delcadels, wavels of pulriltan ILslam elntelrilng throulgh transnatilonal prelachilng havel 

ilnflulelnceld somel peloplel's pelrcelptilons of thel elxilstelncel of bilssul. Thely havel belguln to bel vilelweld as 

contradilctory to ILslamilc law dulel to thelilr gelndelr ildelntiltilels that do not conform to bilnary norms. As a 

relsullt, many bilssul commulniltilels havel elxpelrilelnceld margilnalilzatilon and prohilbiltilons iln carryilng oult 

culstomary riltulals. Howelvelr, as elxplailneld by thel samel aulthors, relsilstancel to thils prelssulrel has 

elmelrgeld throulgh culltulral procelssels that prelselrvel thel symbolilsm and spilriltulal valulels of bilssul. 

ILn thel contelxt of calalail and calabail, whilch relprelselnt felmalels iln mascullilnel rolels and malels 

iln felmilnilnel rolels, relspelctilvelly, thel relselarch shows that thelilr elxilstelncel selrvels spelcilfilc socilal 
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fulnctilons. Rokhmansyah elt al. (2018) statel that iln local liltelratulrel, sulch as thel novell "Calabail," thelsel 

ildelntiltilels arel not only mailntailneld bult also relconstrulcteld as a form of relsilstancel agailnst thel 

ilncrelasilngly domilnant heltelronormatilvel helgelmony dulel to thel ilnflulelncel of conselrvatilvel ILslam. ILn 

socilal lilfel, calabail arel ofteln foulnd partilcilpatilng iln pelrformilng arts and makelulp, whillel calalail takel on 

rolels tradiltilonally associlateld wilth meln, sulch as farmilng or belilng helads of houlselholds. 

ILn thils relgard, an ilnclulsilvel and contelxtulal ILslamilc approach belcomels kely to bulilldilng a 

rellilgilouls ulndelrstandilng that apprelcilatels gelndelr dilvelrsilty. Fadilllah (2024) shows that thel Bulgils 

commulnilty doels not oultrilght reljelct non-bilnary gelndelr ildelntiltilels bult nelgotilatels valulels throulgh 

flelxilblel and culltulrally-baseld rellilgilouls ilntelrpreltatilons. ILslam, iln ilts local practilcel, ils ilntelrprelteld not 

as a rilgild lelgal systelm bult as elthilcal and spilriltulal valulels that can elngagel iln dilalogulel wilth culltulrel. 

Thils analysils ils also relilnforceld by thel theloreltilcal approach of maqāṣild al-sharī‘ah, 

partilcullarly thel aspelct of ḥilfẓ al-‘ilrd (protelctilon of hulman honor and dilgnilty), whilch allows for an 

ilntelrpreltatilon of ILslam that ulpholds hulmanilty, relspelcts ildelntiltilels, and protelcts milnorilty groulps. ILn 

thils approach, thel elxilstelncel of bilssul and othelr non-bilnary gelndelrs can bel seleln as part of thel rilchnelss 

of God's crelatilon that shoulld bel valuleld and nulrtulreld, rathelr than reljelcteld or margilnalilzeld. ILsmoyo elt 

al. (2023) elveln elxplailn that thel qulelelr spilriltulalilty elxpelrilelnceld by thel bilssul commulnilty can bel part of 

an aulthelntilc ILslamilc rellilgilouls elxpelrilelncel, elveln ilf ilt doels not alilgn wilth mailnstrelam ilntelrpreltatilons. 

Fulrthelrmorel, thel procelss of ILslamilzatilon iln Bulgils doels not elrasel local ildelntiltilels bult gilvels 

rilsel to hybrild and plulralilstilc forms of ILslam. Thils alilgns wilth thel thelory of thel ilndilgelnilzatilon of 

ILslam, whelrel ILslamilc valulels adapt to local culltulrels wilthoult losilng thelilr sulbstancel. Thelrelforel, iln thel 

Bulgils contelxt, gelndelr ildelntiltilels sulch as bilssul, calabail, and calalail not only elndulrel bult also 

symbolilzel thel relsillilelncel of local culltulrel agailnst thel culrrelnts of global homogelnilzatilon and rellilgilouls 

conselrvatilsm. 

ILn addiltilon to thelsel filndilngs, thel stuldy by Harils and Maullildila (2019) shows that thel Bulgils 

commulnilty doels not silmply elrasel thel elxilstelncel of calabail and bilssul delspiltel normatilvel prelssulrels 

from conselrvatilvel ILslamilc groulps. On thel contrary, local commulniltilels telnd to accommodatel ILslamilc 

valulels ilnto culstomary strulctulrels iln flelxilblel and culltulral ways. Thils ilndilcatels that ILslamilc telachilngs 

can harmoniloulsly elngagel wilth thel rilch Bulgils tradiltilons of gelndelr elxprelssilon. 

Relselarch condulcteld by Nulrailnil, Syakilr, and Anwar (2020) ulsels thel maqāṣild al-sharī‘ah 

approach to analyzel thel elxilstelncel of non-bilnary gelndelrs iln ILndonelsilan Mulslilm socilelty. Thely 

elmphasilzel that thel prilncilplel of protelctilng hulman dilgnilty (ḥilfẓ al-‘ilrd) can selrvel as a normatilvel basils 

for accelptilng thel elxilstelncel of bilssul as God's crelatulrels wilth ilmportant spilriltulal and socilal fulnctilons. 

Wilth thils approach, thel spilriltulalilty of bilssul ils not seleln as delvilant bult as part of thel rilchnelss of local 

ILslam that ils rahmatan lill ‘ālamīn (a melrcy to thel worlds). 

Rahilm and Abdulllah (2022) also elxamilnel thel elxilstelncel of calabail and calalail wilthiln thel 

strulctulrel of modelrn Bulgils famillilels. Thely filnd that thelsel ildelntiltilels stilll hold ilmportant socilal 
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fulnctilons and lelgiltilmacy, sulch as calabail iln thel arts and marrilagel, and calalail iln rolels as 

breladwilnnelrs or houlselhold leladelrs. Thils shows that thel gelndelr strulctulrel iln Bulgils socilelty ils not 

solelly baseld on bilologilcal ildelntilty bult also on socilal and culltulral fulnctilons ilntelgrateld wilth ILslamilc 

valulels. 

Melanwhillel, Ma’rulf (2017) hilghlilghts how local scholars iln Soulth Sullawelsil ilntelrprelt 

Qulranilc velrsels aboult gelndelr. Hel concluldels that thel concelpt of filtrah iln local ILslam ils ulndelrstood 

morel ilnclulsilvelly, as a form of ilnnelr and socilal balancel, rathelr than melrelly bilologilcal selx. ILn thils 

contelxt, bilssul arel seleln as relprelselntatilons of thel sacreld balancel of mascullilnel and felmilnilnel, 

posselssilng hilgh spilriltulal valulel iln Bulgils tradiltilon. 

Rosdilana and Wahyuldil (2023) add that socilal meldila has belcomel a nelw spacel that allows for 

thel elmelrgelncel of morel ilnclulsilvel and opeln ILslamilc dilscoulrsel relgardilng gelndelr dilvelrsilty. Thel 

youlngelr Bulgils gelnelratilon telnds to ilntelrprelt ILslam progrelssilvelly, ilncluldilng iln thelilr accelptancel of 

calalail, calabail, and bilssul as part of lelgiltilmatel culltulral and spilriltulal ildelntiltilels. Thils relilnforcels thel 

filndilng that ILslam iln Bulgils socilelty ils dynamilc, contelxtulal, and opeln to local valulels. 

Thuls, thel relsullts of thils relselarch ilndilcatel that thel ulndelrstandilng of gelndelr iln Mulslilm socilelty 

ils not silngullar bult hilghly delpelndelnt on socilal, culltulral, and local ilntelrpreltatilons of ILslamilc 

telachilngs. An ilnclulsilvel ulndelrstandilng of ILslam rooteld iln maqāṣild can opeln spacel for dilvelrsel gelndelr 

elxprelssilons, as delmonstrateld iln thel practilcels of thel Bulgils commulnilty. 



Islamic Views on Gender... (Afriandi Amir1, Marliana2, Magefiratul Haerah3, Rahmatul Hidayat M4, 

Mirnawati5, Kurnia Azisa6) 

 

143 

 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusion 

 Thils relselarch concluldels that thel gelndelr systelm iln Bulgils socilelty ils not bilnary bult 

elncompassels filvel ildelntiltilels: makkulnrail, ulrané, calabail, calalail, and bilssul. ILn thel contelxt of thel 

Mulslilm Bulgils commulnilty, thel elxilstelncel of non-bilnary gelndelr ildelntiltilels sulch as calabail, calalail, and 

bilssul ils accelpteld throulgh a procelss of culltulral and spilriltulal nelgotilatilon of ILslamilc valulels. Thel local 

ILslamilc pelrspelctilvel, whilch ils contelxtulal, allows for ilntelrpreltatilvel spacel relgardilng gelndelr dilvelrsilty 

wilthoult nelcelssarilly conflilctilng wilth thel fulndamelntal valulels of rellilgilouls telachilngs. Delspiltel thel 

prelssulrels from conselrvatilvel ILslamilc culrrelnts, thel Bulgils commulnilty contilnulels to ulphold culstomary 

valulels that apprelcilatel thel spilriltulal and socilal rolels of non-bilnary ildelntiltilels. Thelrelforel, gelndelr iln 

ILslam ils not solelly ulndelrstood from a bilologilcal standpoilnt bult as a relsullt of thel ilntelractilon beltweleln 

rellilgilouls valulels, culltulrel, and a dynamilc socilal strulctulrel. 

 

Suggestion 

 A morel contelxtulal and ilnclulsilvel ILslamilc approach ils neleldeld to ulndelrstand local gelndelr 

dilvelrsilty, sulch as that foulnd iln Bulgils socilelty. Fultulrel relselarch shoulld delelpeln thel elxploratilon of 

local and mulltilculltulral ilntelrpreltatilons of ILslam to prelvelnt thel ilmposiltilon of homogelnelouls valulels iln 

a socilelty that has hilstorilcally practilceld dilvelrsilty. Addiltilonally, ilt ils ilmportant for acadelmilcs, 

rellilgilouls leladelrs, and local govelrnmelnts to promotel culltulral-rellilgilouls dilalogulel to prelselrvel local 

helriltagel sulch as bilssul, whilch ils rilch iln spilriltulal valulels, and to crelatel a julst socilal spacel for all 

gelndelr ildelntiltilels. 
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